ST DAVID, B.                              [MAR. i

in 512, or rather in 519.*   St David, being invited to it, went thither, and
in that venerable assembly confuted and silenced the infernal monster
by his eloquence, learning, and miracles.   On the spot where this council
was held a church was afterwards built called Llan-Devi Brevi, or the
church of St David near the river Brevi.    At the close of the synod, St
Dubritius, the Archbishop of Caerleon, resigned his see to St Davidr
whose tears and opposition were only to be overcome by the absolute
command of the synod;  which, however, allowed him at his request the
liberty to transfer his see from Caerleon, then a populous city, to Menevia,
now called St David's, a retired place, formed by nature for solitude, being
as it were almost cut off from the rest of the island, though now an inter-
course is opened to it from Milford Haven.   Soon after the former synod,
another was assembled by St David at a place called Victoria;  in which
the acts of the first were confirmed, and several canons added relating to
discipline, which were afterwards confirmed by the authority of the Roman
church; and these two synods were, as it were, the rule and standard of
the British churches.   As for St David, Giraldus adds that he was the
great ornament and pattern of his age.    He spoke with great force and
energy, but his example was more powerful than his eloquence;  and he
has in all succeeding ages been the glory of the British church.   He con-
tinued in his last see many years; and having founded several monasteries,
and been the spiritual father of many saints, both British and Irish, died
about the year 544, in a very advanced age.    St Kentigern saw his soul
borne up by angels into heaven.   He was buried in his church of St Andrew,
which hath since taken his name, with the town and the whole diocese.
Near the church stand several chapels, formerly resorted to with great
devotion; the principal is that of St Nun, mother of St David, near which
is a beautiful well still frequented by pilgrims.   Another chapel is sacred
to St Lily, surnamed Gwas-Dewy, that is, St David's man, for.he was
his beloved disciple and companion in his retirement.    He is honoured
there on the 3rd, and St Nun, who lived and died the spiritual mother of
many religious women, on the 2nd of March.    The three first days of
March were formerly holidays in South Wales in honour of these three
saints;  at present only the first is kept a festival throughout all Wales.
John of Glastonbury informs us that in the reign of King Edgar, in the
year of Christ 962, the relics of St David were translated with great
solemnity from the vale of Ross to Glastonbury, together with a portion
of the relics of St Stephen the Protomartyr.

By singing assiduously the divine praises with pure and holy hearts,
dead to the world and all inordinate passions, monks are styled angels
of the earth. The divine praise is the primary act of the love of God;

1 See WilMns, Cone. t. i.